
Progression of Skills in Art 

The document below has been designed to show how we will cover all of the relevant Art knowledge and skills across our school. The context in which these 

are taught is left to the discretion of teachers, where possible trying to match the content of their unit to their class’s termly topic. 
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 d
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d
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 c

la
y 

as
 m

at
er

ia
ls

 
(Y

1
) 

• 
U

se
 t

ec
h

n
iq

u
es

 s
u

ch
 a

s 
ro

lli
n

g,
 c

u
tt

in
g,

 m
o

u
ld

in
g 

an
d

 c
ar

vi
n

g 
(Y

2
) 

• 
D

ra
w

 li
n

es
 o

f 
d

if
fe

re
n

t 
si

ze
 o

r 
th

ic
kn

e
ss

 
• 

M
ak

e 
o

b
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 c
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 d
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p
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 t
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n
n
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h
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 t
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b
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y 
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b
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 f
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) 
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o
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o
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 c
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ss
 h
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h
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(Y
4
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• 
U
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 o
f 
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r 

m
o
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 c

o
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u
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• 
R

ep
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at
e 

p
at

te
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s 
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b
se
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 t

h
e 

n
at

u
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l o
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b
u
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ro
n

m
en

t 
(Y

4
) 

• 
M

ak
e 

p
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n
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n
g 

b
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(c
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o
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(Y

3
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Sh

ap
e 

an
d
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ti
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h
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at

er
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 (

Y3
) 

• 
U

se
 b
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 c
ro
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 s

ti
tc

h
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n
d
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k 
st

it
ch

 (
Y3

) 

• 
C

o
lo

u
r 
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b

ri
c 

(Y
3

) 
• 

C
re

at
e 

w
ea

vi
n
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 (

Y4
) 

• 
Q

u
ilt

, p
ad

 a
n

d
 g

at
h

er
 f

ab
ri

c 
(Y

4
) 

• 
C

re
at

e 
im

ag
es

, v
id

eo
 a

n
d

 s
o

u
n

d
 r

ec
o

rd
in

g 
an

d
 e

xp
la

in
 

w
h

y 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

cr
ea

te
d

. 

• 
R

ep
lic

at
e 

so
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
te

ch
n

iq
u

es
 u

se
d

 b
y 

n
o

ta
b

le
 a

rt
is

ts
, 

ar
ti

sa
n

s 
an

d
 d

es
ig

n
er

s 

• 
C

re
at

e 
o

ri
gi

n
al

 p
ie

ce
s 

th
at

 a
re

 in
fl

u
en

ce
d

 b
y 

th
e 

st
u

d
y 

o
f 

o
th

er
s 

UKS2 
(Years 

5-6) 

• 
D

ev
el

o
p

 a
n

d
 im

ag
in

at
iv

el
y 

ex
te

n
d

 id
e

as
 a

n
d

 s
ta

rt
in

g 
p

o
in

ts
 

th
ro

u
gh

o
u

t 
th

e 
cu

rr
ic

u
lu

m
  

• 
C

o
lle

ct
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
, s

ke
tc

h
es

 a
n

d
 r

es
o

u
rc

es
 a

n
d

 p
re

se
n

t 
id

ea
s 

im
ag

in
at

iv
el

y 
in

 a
 s

ke
tc

h
 b

o
o

k 
• 

U
se

 t
h

e 
q

u
al

it
y 

o
f 

m
at

er
ia

ls
 t

o
 e

n
h

an
ce

 id
ea

s 

• 
Sp

o
t 

p
o

te
n

ti
al

 in
 u

n
ex

p
ec

te
d

 r
es

u
lt

s 
as

 w
o

rk
 p

ro
gr

es
se

s 
• 

C
o

m
m

en
t 

o
n

 a
rt

w
o

rk
s 

w
it

h
 a

 f
lu

en
t 

gr
as

p
 o

f 
vi

su
al

 la
n

gu
ag

e
 

• 
R

eg
u

la
rl

y 
an

al
ys

e
 a

n
d

 r
ef

le
ct

 o
n

 t
h

e
ir

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
ta

ki
n

g 
ac

co
u

n
t 

o
f 

w
h

at
 t

h
ey

 h
o

p
ed

 t
o

 a
ch

ie
ve

. 
• 

P
ro

vi
d

e 
a 

re
as

o
n

ed
 e

va
lu

at
io

n
 o

f 
b

o
th

 t
h

ei
r 

o
w

n
 a

n
d

 

p
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
s'

 w
o

rk
, w

h
ic

h
 t

ak
es

 in
to

 a
cc

o
u

n
t 

th
e

 s
ta

rt
in

g 
p

o
in

ts
, i

n
te

n
ti

o
n

s 
an

d
 c

o
n

te
xt

 b
eh

in
d

 t
h

e 
w

o
rk

. 

• 
Sk

et
ch

 li
gh

tl
y 

b
ef

o
re

 p
ai

n
ti

n
g 

to
 c

o
m

b
in

e 
lin

e 
an

d
 c

o
lo

u
r 

• 
C

re
at

e 
a 

co
lo

u
r 

p
al

et
te

 b
as

ed
 u

p
o

n
 c

o
lo

u
rs

 o
b

se
rv

ed
 in

 t
h

e 

n
at

u
ra

l o
r 

b
u

ilt
 w

o
rl

d
 (

Y5
) 

• 
U

se
 t

h
e 

q
u

al
it

ie
s 

o
f 

w
at

er
 c

o
lo

u
r 

o
r 

ac
ry

lic
 p

ai
n

ts
 t

o
 c

re
at

e 

vi
su

al
ly

 in
te

re
st

in
g 

p
ie

ce
s 

• 
C

o
m

b
in

e 
co

lo
u

rs
, t

o
n

es
 a

n
d

 t
in

ts
 t

o
 e

n
h

an
ce

 t
h

e 
m

o
o

d
 o

f 
a 

p
ie

ce
 (

Y6
) 

• 
U

se
 b

ru
sh

 t
ec

h
n

iq
u

es
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
q

u
al

it
ie

s 
o

f 
p

ai
n

t 
to

 c
re

at
e

 t
ex

tu
re

 (
Y5

) 

• 
D

ev
el

o
p

 a
 p

er
so

n
al

 s
ty

le
 o

f 
p

ai
n

ti
n

g,
 d

ra
w

in
g 

u
p

o
n

 id
ea

s 
fr

o
m

 o
th

er
 a

rt
is

ts
 (

Y6
) 

• 
M

ix
 t

ex
tu

re
s 

(Y
5

) 

• 
C

o
m

b
in

e 
vi

su
al

 a
n

d
 t

ac
ti

le
 q

u
al

it
ie

s 
• 

U
se

 c
er

am
ic

 m
o

sa
ic

 m
at

er
ia

ls
 a

n
d

 t
ec

h
n

iq
u

es
 (

Y6
) 

• 
Sh

o
w

 li
fe

-l
ik

e 
q

u
al

it
ie

s 
an

d
 r

ea
l-

lif
e 

p
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
s 

o
r,

 if
 m

o
re

 
ab

st
ra

ct
, p

ro
vo

ke
 d

if
fe

re
n

t 
in

te
rp

re
ta

ti
o

n
s 

(Y
6

) 

• 
U

se
 t

o
lls

 t
o

 c
ar

ve
 a

n
d

 a
ss

 s
h

ap
es

 a
n

d
 t

ex
tu

re
 a

n
d

 p
at

te
rn

 
• 

C
o

m
b

in
e 

vi
su

al
 a

n
d

 t
ac

ti
le

 q
u

al
it

ie
s 

• 
U

se
 f

ra
m

ew
o

rk
s 

su
ch

 a
s:

 w
ir

e 
o

r 
m

o
u

ld
s 

to
 p

ro
ve

 s
ta

b
ili

ty
 o

r 
fo

rm
 (

Y5
) 

• 
U

se
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f 

te
ch

n
iq

u
es

 t
o

 a
d

d
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
ef

fe
ct

s 
(Y

5
) 

• 
U

se
 a

 c
h

o
ic

e 
o

f 
te

ch
n

iq
u

es
 t

o
 d

ep
ic

t 
m

o
ve

m
en

t,
 p

er
sp

ec
ti

ve
, 

sh
ad

o
w

s 
an

d
 r

ef
le

ct
io

n
 (

Y6
) 

• 
C

h
o

o
se

 a
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

d
ra

w
in

g 
su

it
ab

le
 f

o
r 

th
e 

w
o

rk
 (

Y6
) 

• 
U

se
 li

n
es

 t
o

 r
ep

re
se

n
t 

m
o

ve
m

en
t 

(Y
6

) 

• 
B

u
ild

 u
p

 la
ye

rs
 o

f 
co

lo
u

rs
 (

Y5
) 

• 
C

re
at

e 
an

 a
cc

u
ra

te
 p

at
te

rn
, s

h
o

w
in

g 
fi

n
e 

d
et

ai
l (

Y5
) 

• 
U

se
 a

 r
an

ge
 p

f 
vi

su
al

 e
le

m
en

ts
 t

o
 r

ef
le

ct
 t

h
e 

p
u

rp
o

se
 o

f 
th

e 

w
o

rk
 (

Y6
) 

• 
Sh

o
w

 p
re

ci
si

o
n

 in
 t

ec
h

n
iq

u
es

 (
Y5

) 
• 

C
h

o
o

se
 f

ro
m

 a
 r

an
ge

 o
f 

st
it

ch
in

g 
te

ch
n

iq
u

es
 (

Y6
) 

• 
C

o
m

b
in

es
 p

re
vi

o
u

sl
y 

le
ar

n
ed

 t
ec

h
n

iq
u

es
 t

o
 c

re
at

e 
p

ie
ce

s 
(Y

6
) 

• 
En

h
an

ce
 d

ig
it

al
 m

ed
ia

 b
y 

ed
it

in
g 

(i
n

cl
u

d
in

g 
so

u
n

d
, v

id
eo

, 

an
im

at
io

n
, s

ti
ll 

im
ag

es
 a

n
d

 in
st

al
la

ti
o

n
s)

 

• 
G

iv
e 

d
et

ai
ls

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

e 
st

yl
e 

p
f 

so
m

e 
n

o
ta

b
le

 a
rt

is
ts

, a
rt

is
an

s 
an

d
 d

es
ig

n
er

s.
 

• 
Sh

o
w

 h
o

w
 t

h
e 

w
o

rk
 o

f 
th

o
se

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 w

as
 in

fl
u

en
ti

al
 in

 b
o

th
 

so
ci

et
y 

an
d

 o
th

er
 a

rt
is

ts
 

• 
C

re
at

e 
o

ri
gi

n
al

 p
ie

ce
s 

th
at

 s
h

o
w

 a
 r

an
ge

 o
f 

in
fl

u
en

ce
s 

an
d

 
st

yl
es

 (
Y6

) 



Vocabulary (Tier 2 words, Tier 3 words) 

Year 
Group 

Vocabulary 

Elements and principles Subject matter Media/medium Describing art 

EYFS  Line (thick, thin, wavy, zigzag, straight, curved) 

 Colour (primary, mix) 

 Shape/form (circle, rectangle, square, triangle, 
size) 

 Pattern (repeating, stripes, spots) 

 Texture (hard, soft) 

 Self-portrait  Drawing (pencil, pen, felt 
tip, wax crayon) 

 Painting (brush, thick, thin) 

 Sculpture (junk-modelling) 

 Print (finger print) 

 Detail  

KS1  Line (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, faint, bold) 

 Colour (secondary, colour wheel, warm, cold, 
opposite) 

 Tone (light, dark, shadow, cast) 

 Shape/form (2D/3D, rounded, figure, circular) 

 Space (overlap) 

 Texture (rough, smooth, furry, scaly, wet, dry) 

 Pattern (symmetrical, repetition, simple, 
complicated) 

 Landscape (foreground, 
background) 

 Portrait (symmetry) 

 Still-life (simple, 
complex) 

 Drawing (sketch, outline, 
trace, charcoal) 

 Painting (water colour) 

 Mixed media (oil pastel) 

 Collage  

 Print (design) 

 Textiles (sew, weave, 
loom) 

 Sculpture (clay, pinch) 

 Realistic  

 Critical  

LKS2  Line (parallel, angular, fine) 

 Colour (tertiary, complementary, contrasting) 

 Tone (highlight, range, faded, solid) 

 Shape/form (cylindrical, spherical) 

 Texture (matt, glossy, coarse, uneven) 

 Pattern (cross-hatch, hatching, regular, 
irregular) 

 Landscape (mid-ground, 
horizon, perspective, 
scale) 

 Portrait (asymmetrical, 
centred)  

 Drawing (observational, 
imaginative) 

 Painting (acrylic, oils, 
brushstroke) 

 Ceramics (coil, slab) 

 Print (mono-print) 

 Sculpture (plaster, metal) 

 Abstract  

 Critique 

 Technique  

UKS2  Line (perpendicular) 

 Colour (tint, shade, tone) 

 Tone (graduated, gradient) 

 Shape/form (proportion, geometric) 

 Texture (grainy) 

 Pattern (tessellation, continuous, intricate, 
natural, Fibonacci) 

 Landscape (focus) 

 Figurative 

 Installation  

 Contemporary art  

 Print (screen print) 

 Sculpture (mod-roc)  

 Composition  

 


